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CyeloCross At Santos

Joan Semaf

Gresnway Bike Shop located at 3085 SE 80™
5t., Qeala, will be sponsoring a CycloCross on

January 23, 201 at Santos Vertex Riding Area.

One may question the wisdom of a CycloCross
and what it has te do with Florida Black Bear
Scenic Byway? Greenway Bike Shop has gra-
clously agreed to donate all proceeds to Flor-
ida Black Bear Scenic Byway.

CycloCross; never heard of such a spert? It has
been around since 1940 and was origihally a
way for bicycle road racers to maintain thelr
fitness level through late fall and early winter.
It started in Eurcpe and If you look at World

GREENW»Y BICY&LES
B0%h . Qeata 1L
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G Be part of the fun, support the causell
All proceeds benefit Florida Black Bear Scenic Byway

hittpufwww Noridablackbearsoenic byway..org

Class Mountain Bike Racers from early to mid
go's the Americans (who invented mountain
bike racing}, are ne longer dominant. Europe-
ans win almost all the races, because of their
background in CycloCross. Several mountain
bike world champions in recent years have
been past CycloCross champions.

It s a bicycle race that typical takes place In
the autumn and winter (September -

January). The race course is usually a mix of
grass fields, dirt roads, relatively short as-
phalt sections (if any), some sand {but not
too deep), some mud or stream crossings
{but not silly deep stuff that requires scuba
gear), and several forced dismounts and
running sections. Forced dismounts and run-
ning sections are the thing that really sets
'Cross apart from other types of radng. Bar-
ricades 10-48in high (25-45¢m) are erected in
the course in sets of between two and six,
and they are spaced closely enough to-
gether to prevent bunny hopping.

There is grace in the way an accomplished
‘Cross racer can approach a set of barri-
cades at full speed, dismount and begin run-
ning while shouldering his or her bike, then
jump the barricades, set the bike down, re-
mount and pedal off, and this all happens in
a continuous fluid motion with very little
reduction in speed. When you see a large
field of racers do this in unison, it reminds
me of watching a herd of deer vaulting a
fence or line of bushes.

Bring your moun-
tain bike or Cross
bike and be part of
the fun; help save a
critter. If you have
no  inclination of
racing come out and
watch, it will be a
fun day no matter
what you plan on
doing.

Fhoto - Cyvned Maller Hoode

More information at:
http://greenwaybikeshop.com or  httpyf
floridablackbearscenichyway.org.  Vortex
riding area located at gis0 SE 25th Ave,
Ocala Florida. Show up the day of the event
or pre register. If you would like to help out
please email FEBSBga(@gmail.com.
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Member Profile
Photograph Courtesy of Chris Kincad
Cathy Lowenstein  acreage and personnel were added. In 2000 state forest
3 forester with the @cresincreased also in 5t Johns County and she was named

Florida Division of For-
estry, was a key player
in getting the FBBESB
going. Her personal
history, the Black Bear
Byway, and her career
all intertwine.

Her parents were mis-
sionaries with the Bap-
tist Foreign Mission
Board and three out of
their four children, in-
cluding Cathy, were
born during their ser-
vice in Nigeria. When
she was 13, her father
retired and they relocated back to their Deland hometown,
She says, “I have great memaories of my childhood in Nigeria
and regard it as a great adventure of my life; it was dispirit-
ing to see how deforested it was due to subsistence farming
and the burgeoning population when | re-visited in 2006." In
fact, she attributes her “interest in forestry and natural re-
sgurce management in part to my early experiences with the
MWigerian landscape, and to my parents’ interest in hiking,
hunting, native plants, and gardening.”

She graduated from the University of Florida with a B.5. in
Forest Management and began her career with the Florida
Division of Forestry (DOF) in 1979 as a temporary Forester in
Ft. Lauderdale. After “paying her dues” in Urban Forestry in
Ft. Lauderdale for a year, she graduated again, this time to a
full-time DOF position in Gainasville,

When a position opened in Lake City, she took the promao-
tion to begin twelve years there as the Columbia County For-
ester, assisting landowners with forest management, primar-
ily reforestation on agricultural lands., When the Volusia
County Forester position became available in 1993, she
maoved her family back to Deland to assume responsibilities
on the approximately 7,000 acres of Tiger Bay State Forest.

As funding for Florida's Conservation and Recreation Lands
acquisitions kicked into gear through the 1980's, the state of
Florida greatly increased its public lands. State forest acreage
in Volusia County also grew as the first 5,235 acres of the
Lake George State Forest were purchased. She became Sen-
ior Foraster and then Forestry Supervisor as state forast

the Bunnell District’s Forestry Resource Administrator with
responsibilities extended to cover all five state forests within
the Bunnell District.

In 2003 Florida DOT District 5 sponsored a special 5R 40 Col-
laborative Task Force to discuss widening 5R 40 east from
Ocala. The group included personnel from various govern-
mental entities, business, environmental, and local stake-
holders; Cathy represented the Division of Forestry.

The Task Force concluded that SR 40 between Silver Springs
and U5 17 should be designed to function more like a park-
way linking a series of publicly managed conservation and
recreation areas and emphasize the character of surrounding
natural resources, The Task Force determined that the Na-
tional Scenic Byway Program and the Florida Scenic Highway
Program could be used to help accomplish this vision, Desig-
nation as a Scenic Byway would provide a continuing forum
for cooperation among agencies, governmental entities, and
local advocates in support of the Greater Ocala Ecoregion
and the SR 40 corridor. The Task Force recommended that a
Corridor Advisory Group (CAG) be formed to apply for eligi-
bility as a Scenic Byway.

The charter meeting of the CAG took place on September 7,
2005. Besides DOT personnel, representatives from the LUSFS
and Division of Forestry were present. lim Thorsen, then
Ocala National Forest District Ranger, Cathy, and Carrie Se-
kerak, ONF Wildlife Biologist, were elected as Chair, Vice
Chair and Secretary. In December 2005 lim Thorsen retired
from the USFS and stepped down as Chair. Cathy took over
and Monso Tatum, who had joined the CAG during that pe-
riod, becarme Vice Chair.

The CAG won approval of its Eligibility Application in May
2006.As the Designation Phase began, the CAG began its
transition to a Corridor Management Entity., ONF District
Ranger Rick Lint agreed to serve as Chair and Cathy contin-
ued as Secretary until April 2008, With the formalization of
the CME, the Division of Forestry signed the Corridor Man-
agement Agreement as a partner agency and Cathy contin-
ues to participate as a technical advisory member,

In addition to gardening, Cathy enjoys reading and hiking and
is working on a Master's Degree in Public Administrative
from UCF. Her awards include the Florida Forestry Associa-
tion's Service Forester of the Year Award in 1992 when she
was the Columbia County Forester. We're lucky to have the
support of this outstanding person!
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Our Byway was desig-
nated as a MNational
Scenic Byway in Octo-
ber 2009. Accordingly,
America’s Byways signs
were posted at each of

e the four entrances to
FLORIDA the Byway, such as the

» BLACK BEAR » one shown above out-
SCENIC BYWAY side Silver Springs.
— Look for them also at

SR 40 in Ormond

Beach, 5R 19 by Buck-
man Lock, and SR 19 at
the south end of the
Ocala Mational Forest.

...
=1 L.

Ey_wayﬂublicity

Articles on our Byway have been showing up in various
places recently. The website of the Mational Scenic B;.-'
ways  program, http://byways.org/explore/
byways/75864/stories/81622, posted stories on the
Yearling Trail and on Silver Springs in September. And
the October 2010 issue of Rider magazine, carried the
-article titled “Riding into Bear Country™ by Newsletter
feature editor Tom Rose, Mice story about a motorcy-
cle ride on the Florida Black Bear Scenic Byway, the
online link is:  httpyfwww.ridermagazine.com/
output.cfm?id=2653435. If you come across any articles
please send them to FBBSBgg@gmail.com and we will
include the links in our newsletters.

Byway Factoid

The main corridor of the Florida Black Bear Scenic By-
way Is SR 40 between Ocala and Ormond Beach. Be-
fore becoming a State Road, and before it was even
paved, it existed as a connector between the two cities
with a rough limerock surface. In the 1920’s the Good-
year Tire Company used this Byway to test their tires
for ruggedness and to improve them to fit demanding
roads throughout the USA.

== |.-.- n-.

[
i

'

Wﬁ'c&m zarf'

Coordinabed by Tom Ross

Elvis, the King of Bears: Cyndi and John Hoxie
maved from south Florida to Marion County in 2001
and sent the following:

In south Florida, the wildest thing you see in your
yard might be a stray dog or cat. But here on the edge
of the forest, we have daily sightings of deer and tur-
keys. When we first moved, we used to get excited
every time we came across bear scat - what dorks! But
just the idea of something so wild and beautiful living
in our vicinity made us hoppy. We've purposely kept
half of our 10 acres natural, and the bears seem to
appreciate it, We often see them cutting through our
property, and they usually stick to a particular path.
At first, we only saw the bears at night. T don't know
if their numbers are increasing, or if they just got
used to us, but now we sometimes see them in the
marnings. For the past 3 years, we've had a mom and
cubs show almost daily during the winter months. John
has had two instances where he was working in the
yard, and looked over his shoulder to find a curious
bear checking
him out. But
sometimes
they get a
little too close
to the house.
In March, we
were trying to
catch a stray
cat, and for‘gu‘l‘ to bring in the food one night.
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Bear Sighting’s Cont'd

We heard a crash and expected to see a raccoon on the
front porch, but it was Elvis (he's the biggest bear we've
ever seen, so we figure he has to be the kingl). Luckily,
Just a bang on the storm door sent him packing..but we
now remember to bring in the cat food as we walk in from
work!

The Bicyclist and the Bear. Mike Stephens is a Lake
County native, an avid bicyclist, and a corporate sponsor of
the FBBSB. He tells us of his startling bear experience of
last October.

T was just riding my bike in the Seminole State Forest to
get a quick workout. The bike trails really just consist of
compacted lime-rock roads, but you can get in about 28
miles in approximately two hours if you ride all the roads
and loops in the forest between 44 & 46. I started at the
44 tfrailhead and had already ridden out to 46 as well as
the grade road section and loop road section. This hap-
pened in October prior to the time change so I was just
trying to get in a quick ride after work before it got
dark.

Just before dusk, T was heading toward Lake Loop/Lako
Rd on Oka Road when I heard a commotion in the woods to
my right. When I stopped to see what was happening, I
realized that a large adult black bear was coming down out
of a rotten tree right beside the road. I'm not sure if I
scared him or if the free gave way just as I was riding by,
but a full grown adult black bear was basically "controlled”
falling out of the tree within thirty feet of the road
where I was standing. It all happened so fast, but I think
it was as scared as T was... It's pretty funny thinking back
on it now, but when it hit the ground right in front of me
all T could think to do was to start barking at it like a dog
to try to scare it off in the other directionl It was a
pretty funny sight. I don't think I really needed to, as
when it hit the ground it took off in the other direction,
but it made me feel better! I have no idea why he was in
such a rotten free. I don't know whether it had honey in it
or if he was just trying to look over a pond next to the
read, or just what he was doing.

Just as an aside, this route is an out and back loop so I
had to come back by the same area on my way back to the
car and it was pretty dark at this point. Luckily, he wasn't
anywhere in the area and he probably didn't stop running
until he hit 46 as he was moving when he fell out of the
treel

If you have had a bear expenience that you would like fo share please send it to me at fomrgsed3@amail.cam,

It was a great night for wildlife as I saw the bear, four
dear, at least fifteen turkeys and one bobeat all on that
one ride. That was the most wildlife I'd ever seen in one
ride.

Smarter Than the Average Bear: Cathy Lowenstein of
the Florida Division of Forestry is a member of the
FBBSB CME (see her Member Profile in this issue) and
had a unique bear encounter while picnicking with her kids
at Juniper Springs. Here is her story:

An orphaned cub had become the epitome of Boo-boo
without the men-
toring of Yogi
Bear. According
to the FWC bi-
Rl ologists, in order
B o survive it had
become a scaven-

8 ger at Juniper
& Springs, hanging
B out around the
¥ recreation area,
stealing  food
from garbage
cans, and even scaring kids at the concession stand and
eating the ice cream they dropped!
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Photo—Cwvndi Miller Hose

I had taken off work to take my children fo swim at the
spring one summer day, and stopped to talk to one of the
biolagists I knew to see what all the activity was about.
Three or four of them were clustered around a picnic to-
ble where they had set up shop, as they were trying to
capture the delinquent cub for relocation to the Oke-
fenokee. The swimming area was fairly full of visitors that
day, and as my children swam and I watched from a picnic
table across the way, I observed the biclogists disappear
into the woods and the visitors cluster around the edge,
rubbernecking. Apparently a tranquilizer shot had been
fired, and the biologists were scouring the area to see if
they had ahit.

As T watched from my vantage point, “Boo-boo” the bear
cub emerged from the woods on the opposite side of the
swimming area, ambled over to the bielegist' picnic table/
headquarters and proceeded to steal their lunchl When
they finally came out of the woods to re-group, I thor-
oughly enjoyed letting them know how they had been ‘had
by their target. The biologist was properly chagrined, and
I still enjoy telling this story on him!
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To all of owr Sponsors and Friends for a
great 2o10.
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