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A Florida Wilderness Adventure
By Tom Rose, Photos by Diana Rose

The Great State of Florida has so much to offer
the hunter, fisherman, hiker, outdoorsman, and
adventurer. However, as our state has grown
owver the years many of our visitors and even
our residents know very little of the real Flor-
ida. The forests of the Indians and the primitive
jungle discovered by the Spanish explorers are
what | call “the real Florida." Florida has been
settled and claimed over the years by the Eng-
lish, Spanish, French, the Confederate States,
and the United States.

I have a real Florida outdoors adventure that
will appeal to all. Whether you are a veteran of
the Florida outhack or new to it, you'll have a
great time crossing the mighty 5t. Johns River in
Putnam County on the Fort Gates Ferry. The
two hours you'll spend on this trip will translate
into a lifetime of memaories. And, if you're so
inclined, you can experience this wilderness
adventure without even getting out of your car.

I've made the trip on numerous occasions. 've
done it by car, bicycle and motorcycle, | find it a
quick and easy, laid back way to get away from
it all. K's guaranteed to clear your mind and
give you a fresh perspective on our complicated
fast paced world.

_ t ; Let's step
[ \ % back in time
192 vyears to
1818! Deep
in the jungle
that  would
become the
Ocala Ma-
tional Forest
Ferrv Crossing 1900 (Photo coutesy  was a small
Florida State Achieves,
fort and

outpost named Fort Gates.

It was established during the Semincle War on the
western shore of the 5t. Johns. It was used to sup-
port Confederate troops during the Civil War. It also
provided an excellent location to keep tabs on river
activity. & cable operated ferry had been at the loca-
tion since 1780. The ferry was used to transport
troops and supplies from the eastern shore to the
fort. The old fort was dismantled in 1938. The area
remains sparsely populated to this day, with the
Ocala National Forest, the Welaka State Forest, and
isolated location protecting Fort Gates from mass
development. Visiting the area today, it is not such a
stretch of the imagination to picture in one’s mind
what it was like back in the beginning.

The ferrv approaching the landing, Tughaoat hull dates back to
a 1918 sail boat

Today we'll approach the river fram the eastern side
taking County Road 308 near Crescent City. Just fol-
low the signs to the ferry landing. The final mileis a
dirt road through the woods that dead ends at the
St. Johns River. Here we find a small store and a set-
tlement of some 25 cottages and mobile homes, The
store serves as headguarters for the Fort Gates
Ferry. The river is narrow here, about 1/2 mile
across, We are about 110 miles south of the river's
mouth, Mayport, where the mighty river's northerly
flow empties into the Atlantic Ocean.
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The original
ferry was pulled
across the river
by a cable. Te-
day's ferry is a
barge that will
carry 2 ¢ars,
about 20 mo-
torcycles,  and
numerous bicy-
cle and foot
passengers. It is
pushed through
the water by a small tugboat which was built of cypress
wood in 1918, powered by an Isuzu Diesel engine. It is Flor-
ida's oldest continuously operated ferry and also the only
privately owned and operated ferry in the Florida transporta-
tion system.

Ferry 15 loaded and ready for the crossing

Ferry Captain
Dale Jones has
11 vyears on
the job and
knows his
business well.
He lowers the
ramp into po-
sition with a
hand crank
and the wehi-
cles drive anto
the barge.
Once loaded the tug pushes us forward and we begin the
spectacular 15 minute journey. This isolated area of the river
provides some great wildlife viewing.

{:.'lrﬂuin [rale Jones |1|g!_|:|.| aver G000 I-'Il-:-“iﬂ-ﬂﬁ in his
11 years as captain of Fort Gates Ferry

It's a good bet that you'll see ospreys, anhinga, and blue
heron. Also watch for the alligators, out for a river cruise, On
occasion bear and deer have been known to swim the river.
As we reach the western shore the ramp is again lowered
into place and the vehicles drive off. The ferry ride is over,
but the adventure continues .

Fort Gates Ferrv underway in mid river.
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Captam Dale Jones bowers ramp so that the veliele can sofelv and
smeoihly exit the ferry

We now face 7 miles of dirt and gravel on Forest Road 29,
traveling through a primitive part of the Ocala National For-
est. Anything is possible on this lonely stretch of road. The
forest abounds in Florida white tail deer, black bear, wildcat,
fox, and turkey.

All too soon we hear the sound of vehicles on State Road 19
at Salt Springs. Now your adventure into the Florida outback
iz over. But once you've made this trip you will indeed have
an insight into the real Florida. You'll know a little of what it
was like when the early settlers arrived. You'll have crossed
Flarida’s greatest river the way other adventurers have before
you for over 150 years!

Ferry Facts: The Ferry and the approach on Forest Roads 62 &
2% are a part of the Florida Black Bear Scenic Byway. One way
fare: car, 510; motorcycle, $5. It operates from 7 am to 5 pm
daily except Tuesday. Approaching from the west, pull up to
the landing and blink your headlights. The ferry will come get
you. It is a good idea to call ahead to be sure the ferry is op-
erating. Traveling from Crescent City to Salt Springs via the
ferry is 20 miles, a savings of some 35 miles. The ferry has a
capacity of 5 tons. FORT GATES FERRY 229 FT GATES FRY RD
CRESCENT CITY, FL 32112 Phone: (386) 467-2411 Contoct
Person: DALE JONES, Viee President & Ferry Captain.
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Watching Grass Crow?! - Enhancing the Eyway
By Tom Rose

Yes, watching grass grow may not sound very exciting, but
there are a number of Central Floridians who are excited
about doing just that since the State Road 40 Roadside Re-
Vegetation Pilot Study began last June.

The plantings consist of Elliott Lovegrass (Eragrostis efffor),
Purple Lovegrass (Fragrostis spectabilis), Silkgrass (FPivopsés
graminifolid), October Flower (Polygonella polygama), Chap-
mans Goldenrod (Solidage chapmanid), and Lopsided Indian-
On June 23" my wife Diana and 1 met with Jim Thorsen grass (Sorgastrum secundum).

at 9:30 a.m. in the Ocala National Forest on SR 40 just
west of Juniper Springs. [t was our opportunity to observe
first hand the beginning of a native grass and plant study
on the roadsides of the Florida Black Bear Scenic Byway.

Jim Thorsen, For-
est Resource Con-
sultant  for  the
project,  reporis
VETY positive Te-
sults at 60 days.
The survival rate
was about 90%
with the Purple
Lovegrass, Elliott

il The study consists of
four 7-foot by 400-
foot plots on SE40
between  Juniper
Springs  and  Mill
Dam. Three plots
planted in native Lovegrass, and
plants, grasses, and | Lopsided Indian-
wjldﬂow'emp and a Jim Thorsen, Forest Hesource Consullant, water- grass hjokilng
Site 1, North Sade of SR 40, Photo Ding I?mr: fourth plot, which MR IO ML strong. The Chap-
will be used to test mans Goldenrod was also growing well and in bloom.

the effectiveness of the herbicide Imazapic (Plateau) to :

control Bahia grass without damaging the native plants. Earlier, on June
l4th, a separate
planting was con-

It all began with a request from the USDA, Forest Service
that a plan be developed for the introduction of native spe- 4,04 ¢ 2 public
cies along the right-ofway. This project is the initial phase ... project by
of a program that, if successful, will result in native grasses The Order of The
and plants lining SR 40 from the Lake George Ranger Sta-
tion to Juniper Springs.

The labor g

Arrow, a national
honor society of
the Bov Scouts of

was  pro- America.  They

vided by a planted  Bunch- Joniper Creek Bridge Rd. SR 19 Photo
crew from grass and other wet- Cothy Connelly

t h e land species to con-

Marion trol erosion at the Juniper Run Bridge on SRE19. When last
County checked this planting also appeared to be doing well.
Correc-

tional fa-
cility at
Lynne
working in 3"’
conjunc-
tion with
the Florida DOT. Other individuals key to the pilot study
include Steve Tonjes, FDOT Environmental Scientist,
Carrie Sekerak, ONF Wildlife Biclogist, and Larry Ack-
erson, FDOT/ Ocala Operations Maintenance Shop.

Wariety of Grasses ready for planting. Photo Diana Rose

Chder of Arrow Bov Seouts planting for emsion control as o public
service project. Photo Cathy Connaolly
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The long term goal is to introduce native plants along the
right of way between Mill Dam to Intersection of SR 40 and 5R
19. The benefits will be to enhance the scenic beauty of the
right of way and reduce the costs of watering and mowing.

Check it out the next time you travel 3R 40 through the For-
est. You see, watching grass grow can be exciting when you
think about what it can mean in the future for the natural
beauty, economics, and esthetics of the Ocala Mational Forest
and the Florida Black Bear Scenic Byway!

— S

Linda Stewart named Honorary Lifetime Friend
of the Florida Black Bear CME

At the Lake County Commission Meeting on August 17, 2010,
Linda Stewart received a certificate naming her the first Hon-
orary Lifetime Friend of the FBBSE. In his remarks during the
presentation, Tony Ehrlich said, “She has gone beyond her

duties as an elected official and volunteered her time as part

Commissioner Linda Stewart recerving a certificate declaning her an
Homorarv Lifetime Friend of the Florida Black Bear Scenie Byway
from Chairman Tony Ehrlich at the Lake County Commission meet=
ing on August 17, 20040

of the grassroots effort to establish the Florida Black Bear Sce-
nic Byway. The designation by the State of Florida provides an
environmental and economic benefit to the residents of Uma-
tilla, Altoona, Astor, and Astor Park in Lake County; as well as
the cities and communities throughout the corridor.”
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News Clips
Emporium—0ur website has a new feature, our own store.
We carry t-shirts, hats, and our new calendars for 2011 wall
be featured soon. All items with our logos and banners. Stay
tune for store specials.

CycloCross—Graenway Bike Shop and Florida Black Bear
Scenic Byway have partnered to put on a CycloCross at 5an-
tos, Marjory Harris Carr Cross Florida Greenway. All pro-
ceeds go to Florida Black Bear Scenic Byway. Mark your cal-
endars lanuary 23, 2011, Website for more details, if you
would like to help email: fbbsb99@gmail.com.

-_— _—ee——

Bear Sighting Stories
By Tom Rose
Laurie Andrews of Altamonte Springs reported her

bear sighting and included some interesting Native Ameri-
can folklore:

We've actually had a couple of bear sightings now since
moving into our new home in Altamonte Springs which is
a mere 4 miles south of Wekiwa Springs State Park. |
thought we'd be more likely to see an alligator because of
our home being on a small lake, and never even thought of
the rare and privileged possibility of having a black bear
on our (and the bear's) property. Our first hint would
come in April after going outside to find our trash cans
turned over and holes in the ground made from the dig-
ging claws of what we assumed to be a raccoon. However,
quickly realizing just how difficult it would have been for
a raccoon to turn over the trash cans, our excitement be-
gan to grow to think that it could have actually been a
black bear. A few days later | went for a jog around 10:30
am. Only ten minutes into my jog [ took a turn and was
abruptly stopped in my tracks. With eyes wide open and
Jaw completely dropped [ watched as a 5-6 ft black bear
(who was about 60-IU in frent of me] ran out of a back
yard, crossed over the sidewalk and into a 2-lane road
where, luckily, a white van leading 2 other cars heading
west slowed down just enough for the bear to finish his
astonishing lap across the road intoe the adjacent
neighborhood. I literally almost covered my eyes because
it looked to me that the van wasn't going to slow down in
time. The man in the van looked over at me with the same
amazed look on his face as I'm sure was on mine. [ have to
admit, for a moment there, | felt quite vulnerable and ac-
tually thought [ should head back home. | soon under-
stood how foolish that idea truly was. That bear could
care less about me, didn't even know 1 existed. He was
simply going about his day as all of us do.
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Bear Sighting Stories—Lauric Andrews Con'd

On one other occasion, my husband sat outside hoping
for an encounter of his own and was soon obliged by what
had to have been the same bear. He just barely caught a
glimpse of his back end while the bear went around the
side of the house. When Mike ran inside to tell us, we all
went to the window and waited anxiously. The flood light
was on so we knew the bear was still there, but we never
saw him, The next day, after finding the bear's dung on the
side of our house, we humorously realized just why we
were kept waiting. And we've been waiting ever since as
that was the last time the black bear came around..that we
know of.

As an interesting side note, my sister-in-law gave me a
piece of information pertaining to a Native American belief
for those the bear reveals himself to. The bear symbaolizes
a time to awaken the spirit within that has been slumber-
ing in its "bear cave." Whether it means to conjure up
one's natural abilities or those that have been hidden, the
bear reminds us how powerful we are and to fulfill our true
potential. I believe this can be relevant to anyone at any
time, and truly nature is speaking to us all with every call
of a mother bear or cry of a hawk and what we need to do
is make sure we're always listening.

RS ————————
Executive Committee Member at Large Linda Stewart
provided us with this bear sighting story: My husband
knows a man who was hunting at Rock Springs Preserve
last hunting season. He had a bad back so couldn't climb
up the tree stand. He chose to sit under a tree when sud-
denly he heard rustling in the bushes and out came two
tiny bear cubs, rolling, tumbling, and playing. They ran
right up to him and playfully jumped in his lap. It scared
him to death because he knew the mama bear must be
somewhere close. After a few minutes, the cubs ran back
into the woods. Just when he was breathing easier, out the
cubs came again, but this time, followed by mama bear.
They immediately ran to him and then climbed up the tree
he was leaning against. Mama bear started woofing and
pawing the ground, and he thought for sure he was done
for. He slowly got up, started velling "No Bear!” and
backed away. She did not charge him, fortunately. Since he
survived, how lucky he feels that two bear cubs played in
his lap.

e e——

Here is one from Tom & Diana Rose of Umatilla: As co-
ordinator of the newsletter bear sighting reports, | have
dreamed of the day [ could experience a sighting myself,
After traveling the roads of The Ocala for more than 10
years and more trips than we can count, on September 8t
it happened! Eureka! It was 4 PM. We were cruising
along slowly, having just turned north on FR17 off of FR14
in the southwestern part of the forest near the bombing

i
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range. There were dark clouds over head, and threatening
rain. There he was standing in the middle of the road fac-
ing us, his head bobbing and turning from side to side,
sniffing the air. We quickly noticed the reoad was an incline
enough to coast so killed the engine and with a foot on the
brake coasted quietly and gradually toward the bear. We
had 30 to 45 seconds for a photo op through the wind-
shield before he bolted into the woods, Exciting stuff!
Yes, we were face to face with the king of the forest, a Flor-
ida Black Bear!

Bear Sighting Reports are a regular feature in our
quarterly newsletter. Have you seen a black bear in the
Central Florida area? We want to record and track sight-
ings in the Newsletter and on the website, Report where,
when, and other details of the sighting to
tomrose2 360 pmai L.eom.

Our Friends

- Putnam County

GREENW»Y BICYELES | county  Commis-
e , . sion Molusia

Full Service Bike Shop and Convenience Store County MPO :
Cindering fo biking camping s commanify oeeds Greenway Bicy-
cles,Mike  Palozzi,

Lovated af Sartos Trail Hosd, Croes Flerids Greemay Bob & Rennie Finck

Celine Sullivan
3085 SE Both St

Ocala Florida
(352)351-3475

Website: hitp://www.greenwaybikeshop.com

Mike & Mancy Bur-
nett, Cathy Con-
nolly, Patricia Grif-

fiths, Bab Hillen-
Lome explote the ! ouitdaore af & rented f. ,
s e brand, Fran
Shanaver

Fountain of Youth
ECO/History Tours,
Old Spanish Sugar
il &
Griddle
Walgreens

Marilyn Bresze, Nadine Foley, John D.
Grob, Robbie Hardbarger, Bobbi &
Francis Keenan, Emory & Jlean Lusk,
Clara Lea Place, Elaine & Paul Renick,
Steve & Larura Strawn, Dana Venrick,
Robert Wynn, lody Freeman, George
& ludy Hemingway

Dr Fred Costello, Carlos A Pen-
dola,Umatilla Chamber,Defenders of
Wildlife, Lake/Sumter MPO, Save Our
Big Scrub, Inc,Brecht's Quality Meats,
Ormond Hay & Feed, Winn Dixie Silver
Springs, Umatilla Kiwanis, American
Land and Leisure Astor Family Market,
Inwood Consulting Engineers, United
Southern Bank, Recreation Resource
Management, Inc.,Don  Jacobovitz,
Karin Fleischhaker

House,

Rick & Pam Rintz,
Bob Cortelyou &
Family, Gilchrist
Sauage Co,Lake
Magazine, Pinnacle
Creative Group,
Smitty’s Design LLC,
Pinnacle  Creative
Group,QOcala/
Marion County Vis-
tars and Conven-
tion Bureau
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